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President: Kay Campbell (781) 740-0788  Membership VPs:Sheila Doherty (781) 848-8122 and Hollie Bagley (781) 749-6274

Program VPs:Allison Marshall (781) 749-8591  and  Jane Moore (781) 659-9443

Mission Statement: AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong education, and positive societal change.

Vision Statement: AAUW is committed to making a significant impact on education and equity for all women and girls. We will remove barriers and

develop opportunities to enable women and girls to reach their full potential.  This shared vision drives the work of AAUW at all levels.
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HINGHAM AREA BRANCH 
OCTOBER 2005

CALENDAR

October 11, Tuesday 

Branch Meeting - 7:00PM     





Featuring Mary Pratt, Former Rockford Peach




Linden Ponds, 300 Linden Ponds Way (Off Route 53) Hingham





Facilitator:  Diane Morash 781-749-8756; e-mail:  djmbook@aol.com 

October 20, 2005             
Adventures in Dining - Dinner at Helmand in Cambridge, MA

                                        
Contact Kay Campbell: 781-740-0788;  e-mail: kaycam@aol.com
 October 24, 2005    
    
Writer’s Group - 7:30PM




    
Home of Kay Campbell: 781-740-0788;  e-mail: kaycam@aol.com
 October 25, 2005            
Board Meeting - 7:30PM - Home of Elaine Cadogan

October 26, 2005

Girls Game Night – 7:00PM 





Home of Sandy Carle; contact Hollie 781-749-6274; hollie@gallivan.org
 November 5, 2005            
AAUW-AM Conference - “Giving Women Wings”

                                          
Women at Work Museum, Attleboro

 November 13, 2005   
 Hanover Mall Charity Night Fundraiser



     
AAUW Contact: Ruthanne Kennedy: 781- 337-1645

 November 15, 2005   
Branch Meeting 





Presentation by ADL of Hingham (Date tentative)

BRANCH MEETING

Come join us for an evening of nostalgia, history and the best of women (can we link to the AAUW mission or what?!) when Mary Pratt, retired Quincy teacher and former Rockford (Ill.) Peach talks to us about her days in the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League in the ‘40s and ‘50s, an era made famous by the movie “A League of Their Own.” Her self-published autobiography includes pictures from her time as a pitcher for the Peaches, a facsimile of her contract and newspaper clippings. Part of the book is also her opinion, her strong views on the invisible yet impassable barriers she faced as a female athlete, coach and teacher in the years before Title IX. Eighty-six years young, she currently runs a fitness class and is deeply involved in the promotion of women’s sports. The National Federation of High School Associations recognized Mary for her efforts in her 48 years as teacher, coach and referee to make inroads for girls’ athletics, with induction into their Hall of Fame in 1997. She’s spent many years causing a furor – and making a difference! We’ll have a great time listening to this wonderful role model – all those interested in great women role models should attend – even our daughters! Join us on Tuesday, October 11 at 7pm at Linden Ponds, 2nd floor Lounge, Rte. 53 in Hingham. 

NOTE: Reservations are required for this meeting, so call 781-337-2255 to make yours. If you need a ride, call Pat Bologna at 781-749-1726 to arrange one. 
Diane Morash
PRESIDENT’S  LETTER
Potluck was a great start to our program year. We are delighted to welcome new members who joined the Hingham Area Branch at Potluck: Deanne Noisey and Gwen Sayian. Welcome to AAUW Deanne and Gwen!  We were also pleased to have two of our newest members Jenn Morash and Sandra Carle with us.  

State President-Elect Pat Bologna inspired us about the importance of AAUW in our country as well as in our lives. Sheila Doherty, Hollie Bagley and Heather Gregory spoke about their wonderful experiences at convention. After a delicious dinner and great conversation, we reviewed the upcoming program year, as well as the first interest group events.  Thank you to Sheila and Hollie for working so hard on publicity, membership and organizing the Potluck this year. Congratulations to Allison Marshall, Jane Moore and your Program Team who have pulled together a great slate of topics for the coming year.

Bookmark Bravos!

Patricia McKay had a great idea to help raise awareness of AAUW and our branch, by placing AAUW bookmarks at libraries throughout the South Shore. She and Hollie made them. They will be appearing at a library near you in early October, with distribution help from many who attended Potluck. The bookmarks describe our branch, and summarize our upcoming program year as well as our interest groups. Thanks to Patricia and Hollie for a great idea and fine follow-through.  We will have additional bookmarks available at the October branch meeting. Be sure to take some and share them with others.  

State Fall Conference – Saturday, November 5, 2005

The Women at Work Museum in Attleboro will be hosting the AAUW Fall Conference with a special program open to all AAUW members, ‘Giving Women Wings’. It will feature keynote speaker Grace Corrigan, the mother of the Challenger Astronaut/Teacher Christa McAuliffe, as well as a panel of women in aviation. Cost for the event is $25, including continental breakfast, self-guided tour of the museum, lunch and the speakers. Watch your BayStater for registration information.

Interest Groups Launch

From the calendar listing above, you can see that the interest groups are active this Fall. There’s a Girls Game Night, a Writer’s Group and an Adventures in Dining group. We hope the book group will get active as soon as Priscilla is up and around after her broken kneecap. (Hope you are healing quickly Priscilla!)

I hope to we’ll have a great turnout for our October 11th branch meeting featuring Mary Pratt, a former Rockford Peach, who will be our speaker at Linden Ponds in Hingham.

Kay Campbell

PUBLIC POLICY

Updates on several areas of interest include responses to Hurricane Katrina, the Millenium Project Report and continued concerns regarding John Roberts’ record as the hearings continue for his nomination to the Supreme Court.

Congress is considering a broad range of actions to help those affected by Katrina in addition to emergency appropriations. The $62.3 billion already approved is a record for domestic disaster relief. AAUW will be advocating support of the following: helping school districts and communities supporting evacuated students as well as the rebuilding of schools in the affected area; assisting college students displaced from their schools to find ways to continue or complete their education and with financial assistance; protecting health services from cuts and providing additional services in this time of great need; supporting the economic security of those displaced by protecting the programs that serve them, including food stamps, Social Security disability, and extended benefits for families.

World leaders met in early September at the UN for the 2005 World Summit to discuss the Millenium Development Goals, an international blueprint for making significant progress against poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy and in support of the world’s women. The US has proposed changes to the agenda which would shift the focus away from these concerns and on to terrorism and UN Reform. AAUW supports the original goals of this summit. You can use the Take Action link on the AAUW Action Network to voice your support to the White House.

The Supreme Court hearings may be over before this bulletin comes out. However, to reiterate: AAUW has serious concerns about the incomplete record of John Roberts. Although professing to “keep an open mind”, his narrow interpretation of some laws that have the greatest impact on women are cause for concern.

Two additional bills have completed initial steps en route to passage. The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions committee unanimously passed a Higher Education Act reauthorization that included the Patsy T. Mink Graduate Fellowship program. Endorsed by AAUW, this would authorize fellowships for further education linked to returning to higher education as professors – more funding and diversity in the teaching ranks at this level. This bill still needs to be passed by the full Senate. With assistance from several thousand AAUW letters, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed the Violence Against Women Act out of its committee, a good step to passing a VAWA reauthorization (needed by 9/30) to strengthen services to survivors of sexual and domestic violence.

Diane and Jennifer Morash
Adventures in Dining aka The Culture Vultures

Join us for dinner out on the town, on Thursday October 20th!  We’ll be car-pooling to Helmand, a white-linen (but not too expensive) Cambridge restaurant that features the subtly spiced cuisine of Afghanistan. Owned by the older brother of Afghanistan’s president, Helmand is one of several restaurants of the same name around the U.S., all owned by the Karzai family. Afghani food is a mix of Middle Eastern, Indian and Persian cuisines, with spicing more subtle than India. Helmand always has interesting vegetarian dishes, and creative, understated presentation. On cool Fall evenings they often have a wood fire going in the fireplace. You are welcome to invite a friend to come along. To sign up, contact Kay Campbell, 781-740-0788, e-mail : kaycam@aol.com .  Please let her know by October 18th if you can come and if you’re going to bring a friend.

Writer’s Group

 In this informl group, we will share our writing and will give each other gentle feedback. We’ll explore different writing techniques and will share ideas and resources. Our first meeting will be on Monday Evening October 24th, at 7:30PM at Kay Campbell’s home. Our first topic is “Childhood Memories”. Prepare a simple essay or short story (can be just a couple of pages) about something you remember from your childhood, and e-mail it as a Word attachment to Kay Campbell by October 20tth.   We’ll send it to the rest of the group so we can read the essays ahead of time. (If you don’t have e-mail, you’ll need to bring hard copies of your essay to the meeting). If you’d like to take part, contact Patricia McKay: 781-337-3375 or Kay Campbell (781-740-0788; e-mail: kaycam@aol.com). This group is open to AAUW members – if you know an aspiring writer who would like to join a writing group, this might be a perfect incentive to join our branch! 

Girls Game Night

Do the terms “meld” or “red threes” mean anything to you?  Reach way back…Ah yes, Canasta terms.  If you’re too young to remember or very rusty, you’re just right for our group.  We are organizing what we hope will be a fun “Girls Game Night” interest group to meet once a month to teach ourselves to play Canasta (a card game) or Mah Jong (a matching tiles game).  At the moment we are very flexible.  Those who signed up at Pot Luck for the first game night did not have a preference.  We will meet again on Wednesday evening, October 26 at 7:00 pm at Hingham home of Sandy Carle.  We invite you to join us, relax, and share some conversation and laughs.  Call Hollie Bagley (781 749-6274) or Sharon Lemoff (781 749-3734) for specific details

Here Ye Hostesses!

We need someone to provide some simple baked goods for the November program meeting. It's scheduled to be held on November 16th at Hingham High School. If you can help, please contact Allison Marshall or Jane Moore. Also, if you want Sheila Doherty to bring the coffee maker for coffee and tea, please let her know at least a week in advance. Allison: amarshall@pamadvisor.com (781-749-8591); Jane: jcrmoore@comcast.net (781-659-9443); Sheila: sheilad123@usadatanet.net (784-848-8122). 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
By now you know we have two new members to welcome thanks to Ginny Giordano and Kay Campbell who brought guests to Pot Luck, which proves the point that a personal introduction to AAUW is often the best recruitment strategy. Every month in the membership column you will be asked to bring a guest or two to one of our scheduled activities. It is a win/win situation. If your guest decides to join “on the spot” at an AAUW program open to the public we are able to offer her the Shape the Future discount which lowers her Association dues by 50%! The total for someone joining under this membership incentive is $44.50 which includes national, state and branch dues. A good bargain! And, perhaps the best part, we get the pleasure of her company and you get the satisfaction of helping to grow our organization. You must know someone who would enjoy hearing Mary Pratt speak about her experiences. Pick up the phone and extend the invitation to attend. We’ll do the rest. 

Membership directories were distributed at Pot Luck. If you were unable to attend, you will receive one in the mail. Please add the following information to your directory and extend a warm welcome to our newest menbers:


Gwen Sayian 



Deanne Noiseux
Chit Chat: Among the missing Pot Luck faithfuls was Jane Street who sent a wonderful letter for Kay to read thanking us again for honoring her as our “Outstanding Branch Member.” Jane and Larry are trying to catch the last of the good weather on the Vineyard before returning home to Hingham. Allison Marshall’s unexpected illness brought home how good it is to have a “partner in crime.” Jane Moore, Program CoVP, stepped up to the plate and did a great job introducing the 2005-2006 programs in Allison’s absence. Pot Luck just wasn’t the same without Priscilla Johnsen. We missed you and wish you the speediest of recoveries!

Sheila and Hollie
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	Ruth, Below is a blurb for the newsletter about a new interest group we are forming. I would appreciate it if you could add our date to the calendar. It is tentatively scheduled for October 13 at 7:00 pm. If you do not hear from me to the contrary--go with that date. The first meeting is for next Thursday, Sept. 22 so I can let you know definitely on Friday what date we choose. 

Thanks so much, Hollie 

GIRLS GAME NIGHT

Do the terms “meld” or “red threes” mean anything to you? Reach way back…Ah yes, Canasta terms. If you’re too young to remember or very rusty, you’re just right for our group. We are organizing what we hope will be a fun “Girls Game Night” interest group to meet once a month to teach ourselves to play Canasta (a card game) or Mah Jong (a matching tiles game). At the moment we are very flexible. Those who signed up at Pot Luck for the first game night did not have a preference. We will meet again on Thursday evening, October 13 (tentative) at 7:00 pm at the Hingham home of Hollie or Sharon. We invite you to join us, relax, and share some conversation and laughs. Call Hollie Bagley (781 749-6274) or Sharon Lemoff (781 749-3734) if you plan to attend
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