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President: Kay Campbell (781) 740-0788  Membership VPs:Sheila Doherty (781) 848-8122 and Hollie Bagley (781) 749-6274

Program VPs:Allison Marshall (781) 749-8591  and  Jane Moore (781) 659-9443

Mission Statement: AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong education, and positive societal change.

Vision Statement: AAUW is committed to making a significant impact on education and equity for all women and girls. We will remove barriers and

develop opportunities to enable women and girls to reach their full potential.  This shared vision drives the work of AAUW at all levels.

HINGHAM AREA BRANCH 
SEPTEMBER 2005
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CALENDAR



13 September, Tuesday

Annual Potluck Dinner, 6:30 PM



     




Allerton House, 15 Condito Rd., Hingham

BRANCH MEETING
Get your knives, forks, and plates ready for our Annual Potluck Dinner on Tuesday, September 13th.  We will be meeting at the Allerton House in Hingham at 6:30 in the evening.

We hope to see you there, and we hope everyone will bring a guest... a frined, a neighbor, or a former member of AAUW.  You will receive your directory and program schedule at the meeting.  To make a reservation call Sheila Doherty at 781 848-8122 or e-mail her at sheilad1234@USAdatanet.net.  Let her know how many are coming and whether you will bring a salad, main dish, or dessert.  Please call by Sunday, September 11th so we can plan the event.
PRESIDENT’S  LETTER
It's mid-August and I'm still in the glow of Commander Eileen Collins having landed the Space Shuttle Challenger successfully on August 9th. Wasn't it wonderful to hear her soft but brave voice coming from space, responding to challenge after challenge? I'm still in awe at how she landed the spacecraft without a hitch. She's an incredible example to all of us, as we face our own personal and professional challenges. Remember her optimism and quiet bravery. What an inspiration! 

Hopefully you've had some time to relax and enjoy the summer.  Locally and nationally, AAUW has been busy. Four Hingham Area branch members attended the National Convention in Washington; Pat Bologna, Hollie Bagley, Sheila Doherty and Heather Gregory. They were there to witness the landmark vote to include the holders of Associates Degrees as full members of AAUW. The work of our own Hollie Bagley was spotlighted at the convention for the successful branch partnership project she marshaled on recognizing family-friendly companies in Massachusetts. Congratulations, Hollie! Back from convention, Hollie wrote two articles for the Hingham Journal about AAUW and updated our website; thanks to her for her efforts. And this is supposed to be the 'off season' for AAUW!! 

At the convention, AAUW launched a new theme for its programs nationwide, and our programs for the year will explore its facets:  Education as the Gateway to Women's Economic Security.  To me, this gets to the core of our belief in the importance of women's higher education and lifelong learning.

 Please help us launch our 2005-6 program year at the Potluck Supper, at the Allerton House in Hingham on Tuesday September 13, 2005 at 6:30.  Bring a friend: someone who's new in town or going through a transition, a young mother who would like a break from her daily routine, a good friend who would enjoy a FREE night out for dinner with interesting women from the South Shore. Meet our new members in person and welcome them to the branch;

Learn about the first-rate programs planned for this year; 

Sign up to try out one of the newly-formed interest groups;

Learn about "My Turn to Learn", a multi-branch project to encourage non-traditional women students to get their BA's. 

Please contact Sheila Doherty by September 11th (Sunday) to tell her what you'll be bringing, and if you'll have a guest with you.    I look forward to seeing everyone on September 13th. 









 Kay Campbell 

Book Swap!  Once again, at Potluck we'll hold an informal book swap to raise funds for EF and LAF. Simply bring four books to give away. You may buy any books that are contributed for $1 each. The only rule is that you have to take any of your unsold books home with you at the end of the night

RE: Associate or Equivalent Degrees as Criteria for AAUW Membership
What do the AAUW Bylaws now define as the criteria for membership in AAUW?


As amended by the delegates to the 2005 Convention, the AAUW Bylaws now admit to membership "a graduate holding an associate or equivalent…degree from a qualified educational institution."  The Bylaws define qualified institutions as "educational institutions that offer recognized associate, baccalaureate, or higher degrees and that have full regional or appropriate professional association approval."

What is the definition of an associate degree?

 
The American Heritage Dictionary defines an associate degree as "an academic degree conferred by a two-year college after the prescribed course of study has been successfully completed."  J.R. Whittstruck in Requirements for Certificates, Diplomas and Associate Degrees (State Higher Education Executive Officers Association, 1985) states, "An associate's degree is a degree awarded by community colleges, junior colleges and bachelor's degree-granting colleges and universities in the U.S. and Canada upon completion of a course of study equivalent to the first two years in a four-year college or university.  It is the lowest in the hierarchy of academic degrees offered in these countries."  The associate degree includes associate of arts (AA), associate of science (AS), associate of applied science (AAS), associate of arts and science (AA&S), and associate of applied arts (AAA, usually in music or commercial art).  The most academic are the AA and the AS, and these programs are usually geared toward a student expecting to transfer on to a 4-year college.  However, all are qualified associate degrees.

What is the equivalent of an associate degree?

 
The equivalent of an associate degree is an academic degree or diploma awarded by a qualified institution such as a business college or a hospital, which may not be called "associate degree" but has the same academic requirements or greater.  A qualified institution is one that has full regional or appropriate professional association approval.  Examples of an equivalent degree are two- or three-year RN diplomas, usually based in a hospital or a community college, and business college/school associate degrees (usually an AAS in business-related fields).  A certificate awarded by a business college normally does not qualify.  For example, many business colleges offer either an associate degree (usually an AAS but some AA degrees) or a certificate in the same field (common examples are accounting and marketing).  However, the course requirement for a certificate is not equal in academic credits to those required for the associate degree, and it is not the equivalent to two years of courses or the common 60 hours as the two-year standard.  Furthermore, a certificate is not generally accepted by four-year colleges as equivalent to an associate degree for the purpose of transfer.  Therefore, our conclusion is that "equivalent" is usually going to apply to the RN diploma and to associate degrees awarded by business colleges/schools.  The latter are still going to be called "associate degrees."  

The Association has published some Frequently Asked Questions about the new membership policy to permit Associates Degree holders to join AAUW

Are those with more than two years of college but no degree or diploma as defined in the previous paragraph eligible for AAUW membership?


No.  AAUW remains an organization whose members have completed academic work and have been awarded a degree or diploma from a qualified educational institution.

Will those members with AA degrees be eligible for IFUW membership?

 
No.  IFUW members are women with baccalaureate or higher degrees, so just as our male members are not members of IFUW, our members with associate degrees will not be IFUW members.

What happens to student affiliates who receive an associate degree but continue on in their schooling toward a bachelor's degree?

 
At the time of receiving an associate degree, student affiliates will have a choice in the way they remain affiliated with AAUW.  They can choose to become a full member with the privilege of voting and holding office.  Or they can choose to remain a student affiliate if they continue work toward a bachelor's degree and not have a vote nor be able to hold office.  

What if prospective members are not certain if they qualify for membership?  Or if a program qualifies as equivalent to an associate degree?

 
Questions regarding eligibility and qualification can be addressed to   HYPERLINK "mailto:MemberCriteria@aauw.org"  MemberCriteria@aauw.org  or the AAUW Helpline at 800/326-2289.  Queries will be handled by the Membership Department, the Membership chair, the Bylaws chair, or the AAUW parliamentarian as appropriate.

 Note: The AAUW Board of Directors approved the Membership Criteria clarification as presented in this document on July 31, 2005.  

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
Welcome back to another AAUW year! Your board has been at work over the summer as you will soon see from our exciting program offerings. Sheila Doherty and Hollie Bagley have assumed the membership duties. They will be mailing over one hundred invitation letters and branch brochures to former members, past guests and prospective members. If someone you know mentions the letter, please encourage her to attend Pot Luck. And with the new membership requirements each of us should be able to invite at least one guest to attend Pot Luck. There is no membership recruitment incentive better than the personal touch. Helping our branch grow is vital to its very survival. If each of us just brought in one member, we would double the size of the branch! It is not a new concept. Remember Pam Lincoln’s “Each One Reach One!” And if your guest joins at Pot Luck she will receive the new Shape the Future discount—one half off the Association dues. Your guest would get a full year’s membership for just $44.50. Now that’s a bargain! 

Extend your warmest welcome to four new members: Sandy Carle, a friend of Ruthanne Kennedy, Mary Devin, a friend of Elizabeth Rowe, Casey Cartwright, a Give-a-Grad-a-Gift member enrolled by Hollie Bagley, and Jennifer Morash, a Give-a-Grad-a-Gift member enrolled by her mom, Diane. Their contact information will be published in the branch directory which will be distributed at Pot Luck. It is not too late for you to enroll any recent graduates earning an associate or bachelor’s degree for a FREE membership. Call Hollie (781-749-6274) for details or go online to the Association website, sign into the Member Center and follow the Give-a-Grad prompt.
Chit Chat
 We would like to devote some space each month to news about our members. If you have news you would like to share or know of member news, please let us know (email or phone) by the 15th of the month. This month we wish success to Claudette Newall in her new volunteer position--the Vice President/Achievement Awards Chair for the Simmons Graduate School of Library and Information Science Alumni Association. She is responsible for selecting a distinguished alum to receive an award on the annual alumni day in April. Our Pamela Lincoln Recognition Award winner Jenn Morash gratuated from Amherst College magna cum laude. We sure know how to pick them! Congratulations are in order for Ginny Giordano and Ruthanne Kennedy as they enter the wonderful world of retirement! We must say a bittersweet goodbye to Cathy Kuchinski as she embarks on a new adventure. She has chosen not to run for re-election as Hanson selectman as she and her family are moving to North Carolina. Her new address is in the directory. Cathy may be giving up Massachusetts, but she is not giving up AAUW. She has already made inquiries as to branches in NC! What a great introduction to the community AAUW will be for her.
We look forward to seeing you at Potluck. And bring guests—you know we are going to nag you all year so you might as well do it now. Pick up the phone and extend the invitation.









Hollie and Sheila 
CONVENTION

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as you branch delegate at the 2005 National Convention in Washiington, D.C., this past June. It was an "action packed " four days! Jehan Sadat was the keynote speaker at the convention's opening session. In Egypt, she began the Talla Society which is a cooperative that made it possible for village women to learn a skill that would enable them to earn their own money. This would let them become more self sufficient and  able to contribute to the financial welfare of their families. 

The convention's historic vote took place the next daywhen we voted to open membership to those who hold an associate or equivalent degree. AAUW's programmatic theme was announced: "Education as the Gateway to Women's Economic Security". Also, AAUW honored Lifetime Television with the first AAUW National Media Award. 

More than 500 AAUW members from across the United States participated in Lobby Day. They visited 98 of 100 Senate offices and 200 of the 435 House offices. This was preceeded by a powerful speech by House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), who has been a leader in the fight to protect Social Security and an active supporter of pay equity for women. 

At the LAF Banquet, Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) was awarded the 2005 Speaking Out for Justice Award. She credited AAUW for having saved Title IX. 

The next evening at the Educational Foundation Banquet, Madeline Albright, Former Secretary of State, was given the 2005 AAUW Achivement Award. She was quite a compelling and inspiring speaker. "There is a special place in hell for women who don't help each other," she said. "Mistreatment of women is not a side issue-it's a real issue...I say it's criminal and we each have an obligation to stop it". 

Pat, Hollie, Heather and I came home from DC tired, but with new enthusiasm to carry on our mission statement throughout the South Shore. 












Sheila Doherty

